
This study focuses on the powerful message of 
grace as it explores God's plan for redemption 
starting all the way back with Adam and Eve.

ACTIVITY

Nathan C. Ballard
LIFE'S UNFAIR

Divide students into groups of 3-5. Groups will 
compete in a variety of challenges by sending 
a representative to the front to participate. 
Everyone needs to compete prior to people 
going an additional time. Examples to the right. 

Award points to teams as they win challenges. 
Keep track of points. Award prizes to only the 
losing teams.

1. The tallest person 
2. The longest hair 
3. Biggest bubble 
4. Smallest shoe 
5. Fastest unwrap of a 
    Starburst with one hand 
6. The oldest 
7. Smallest pinky finger 
8. Paper airplane 
9. Birthday closest to today 
10. Longest time standing 
      on one leg 
11. Longest time balancing a 
      pencil on your pointer finger 
12. Smallest wingspan 
13. Best coin spinner 

ASK: Was that fair? Why?

I’m sure we can all think of countless times when things were unfair: You didn’t get 
something you deserved? Something bad happened that you DIDN’T deserve. 
Maybe a sibling did something and you got blamed for it. Maybe a bunch of people 
did something wrong but only you got in trouble. Maybe your little sister got the last 
piece of cake........and it was YOUR birthday.....not hers. 

That’s what we're going to talk about today but before we start: 

ASK: What does the word “just” mean? 
     The Oxford Dictionary says: 
                     “Based on or behaving according to what is morally right and fair.” 

We're going to read a story that's probably pretty familiar to you but we're going to 
look at it a bit differently today. In fact, let's look at it a bit like a daytime court tv show.
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               And then have someone else 

   

ASK: 
   Who was punished? 
        Even the ground is punished! 
   Was it fair? 
   Who’s to blame? 
       God goes to Adam
       Adam blames Eve AND God (v. 12) 
       Eve blames the serpent 

DISCUSS (Turn to a friend) 
   If you had to place the blame on one person who would it be? 

This is the part of the judge show when we come to a commercial break. Have you 
ever heard the phrase: “God is just?” 

ASK: Is God just? Why? (Take a few answers and simply listen.) 

Let’s jump forward now. 

  

ASK: 
   What does God require of us? 

   If we don’t fulfill that requirement, what are the consequences? 

  

So the wages we earn, the wages we deserve is death. 

Is God just? 

We’re back from our commercial break. Let’s go back to Genesis and read the part 
we skipped earlier. 

ASK: Does anyone know what the significance of this passage is? 

It is the first promise of a savior, the first Gospel promise. 

READ Genesis 3:16-19

READ Genesis 3:1-13 

READ Matthew 5:48 

READ Romans 6:23 

READ Genesis 3:14-15 



ASK: Why? How is that? 

Outline verse 15 
      Enmity is constant opposition 
      God is talking about the serpent which is who? 
      Who else is he talking about? 
         Offspring 
      Who is that? 
      How does Jesus crush the devil’s head? 
      How does the devil strike Jesus’ heal? 

So even as God is punishing Adam and Eve, he already creates a way for them to be 
saved from their condition. 

Is God just? Let’s bounce forward again: 

Have you ever said that you’d take a bullet for your best friend? Even that would be 
hard and you might not even do it in the moment. You definitely wouldn’t do it for your 
enemy. 

So is God just? Yes and no. Yes, God behaves in a morally right and fair way but 
there was this one time when he was unfair. When he loved us SO much that he 
decided to be unfair to spare us. On Good Friday he made his son suffer on a cross 
in our place, die, and descend into hell. A punishment we deserved. Not him. But on 
Easter he rose from the dead and gave us eternal life even though we only deserve 
eternal death. 

God was unfair. 

And THAT is love. 

READ Romans 5:6-8 

Lord, thank you for being unfair. In a fair world, we would be forever 
doomed to pure suffering as we daily go against you. Instead, our lives here 
on earth are in balance. While hardships surely follow us, we also 
experience good in life: family, friends, health, fun, and much more. These 
are truly undeserved. But much more than that, we live under your grace 
and hold to the truth that your Son has freed us from our slavery to sin and 
we look forward to life eternal with you; not an eternal life in a sinful world 
but with you in perfect joy. Thank you for your grace and mercy. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.P
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